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Changes to Disability Support Pension 

This Factsheet is about changes that have come into effect or are about to come into effect in relation to Disability Support Pension.  

· What’s changing for Disability Support Pension?

The main changes affecting Disability Support Pension are:

· a new requirement to have been with a program of support;
· new impairment tables;

· an ongoing residency requirement; and

· a proposal to activity test those under 35.

· Who will be affected by the changes?
The requirement to have been with a program of support will apply to all claims lodged after 3 September 2011. You won’t be affected if you’ve claimed before that date, already been with a program of support, or if you score 20 points under a single impairment table.

The new tables will be applied to all new claims and to existing Disability Support Pensioners subject to a review of their qualification from 1 January 2012. Centrelink can review qualification at any time.

The ongoing residency requirement is now in place and affects people who spend a significant amount of time overseas in 13 week periods.

The proposal to activity test Disability Support Pensioners under 35 would affect both new and existing recipients with a work capacity of eight hours or more per week from 1 July 2012. Payments could be suspended if you don’t attend an interview with Centrelink. 
· What’s a program of support?

A program of support includes mainstream educational and vocational programs, but also programs specifically for people with a disability, eg Disability Employment Network and Vocational Rehabilitation programs. Centrelink can tell you more about the types of programs of support available.
· What do the new tables mean for me?

It is predicted that some people are likely to no longer qualify under the new tables. This would mean cancellation after a review, and transfer to an activity tested Allowance at a lesser rate of payment.
To see whether the new tables are likely to affect you, take a copy to your doctor and ask whether you would score 20 points. 

The new tables are available at:
http://www.comlaw.gov.au/Series/F2011L02716

· What are my rights?

· You have the right to receive Disability Support Pension if you meet the qualification criteria.

· You have the right to appeal any Centrelink decision you disagree with, including about your state of health or capacity to work.

· On appeal, you have the right to have decisions about your medical condition reviewed externally by an independent Tribunal taking into account what your own doctor says.

· If you are on Newstart while participating with a program of support, you have the right to say no to an Employment Pathway Plan that does not take into account your medical condition.

· If your health takes a turn for the worse that is likely to last up to 13 weeks or longer, you have the right to obtain an exemption from the activity test. You’ll need a doctor’s certificate stating that you can’t work eight hours a week and an estimate of how long your doctor thinks this is likely to be the case.

· If you have a reasonable excuse for not attending an appointment or meeting your commitments under your Employment Pathway Plan (eg because of your health) you have the right not to incur a penalty.

· Appeal rights

If you disagree with a Centrelink decision you have the right to appeal against it. Appealing is easy and free – you simply tell Centrelink that you are not happy with its decision and that you would like to appeal to an Authorised Review Officer.

Please note:  This Factsheet contains general information only. It does not constitute legal advice. 
If you need legal advice about your Social Security entitlement, please contact your local Welfare Rights Centre/Advocate.

Welfare Rights Centres are community legal centres, which specialise in Social Security law, administration and policy. They are entirely independent of Centrelink.  All assistance is free.  

This Factsheet was updated in January 2012.
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