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A house of review? Welfare Rights anger at failure of the Senate 


to properly consider the evidence for “income management” rollout





“National Welfare Rights Network (NWRN) is becoming increasingly alarmed that the important role of the Senate Committee Inquiry process in objectively analysing complex legislation to ameliorate potential flaws and negative impacts is being eroded by politically expedient partisan considerations.





“The Government’s extreme ‘welfare reform’ legislation was virtually friendless, with less than a handful of submitters supporting the government line”, said Kate Beaumont, President, National Welfare Rights Network (NWRN). “If ever there was a time for the Senate to be ‘obstructionist’ and block legislation, then this is it.





“The report acknowledges that ‘income management has not been without its flaws’, but it fails to honestly examine the fundamental problems with this legislation. The Government seems to honestly believe that improving communication, developing posters and DVD’s and CD’s and increasing the availability of Indigenous translators will improve a policy approach that is fundamentally flawed.





“Obviously, improved communication, increased access to Indigenous translators and community involvement in developing operational guidelines and independent evaluation are critical issues. But making sure that a person understands a policy approach that is fundamentally flawed offers little protection against the harsh and negative consequences of the Government’s plans.





“Proof of this is that the current inquiry included proposals which would fundamentally alter the accessibility of the Centrelink appeals and review process by significant changes to the Social Security Appeals Tribunal. Though a significant aspect of the NWRN’s written and introductory oral submissions at the Committee’s public hearings not one question was posed by the Senate Committee relating to these changes. Additionally FaHCSIA who appeared before the inquiry on two occasions over the last month was not even questioned about the NWRN’s concerns with these changes.





“Major problems with the compulsory extension of income management raised by witness after witness was simply ignored by the Government and the Opposition.





“It will cost an extraordinary amount, $350 million over four years, for Centrelink to ‘manage’ the payments for 20,000 people in the Territory. However, it is the social costs of income management on individuals which concerns us the most. Loss of dignity, humiliation at the checkout and the loss of money management skills will all have their toll.  There was ample evidence given to the Senate Inquiry of the indignity which has been felt by those subject to income management and use of the BasicsCard which are cornerstones of this “so called” welfare reform. 





“The answer is not more discriminatory policies which target  specific groups of income support recipients or Indigenous communities in the NT. Structural factors such as lack of skills, chronic health conditions, discrimination because of age or disability and lack of skills and inadequate levels of income support should be tackled as a priority. An investment in programs and services to help overcome social problems arising from family violence, alcohol and substance dependency, inadequate budgeting skills and child neglect is urgently required. The Government’s simplistic welfare blame game must end.”  





For comment: Kate Beaumont, President, National Welfare Rights Network: 


0414 792 923 or Gerard Thomas, Policy and Media Officer: 0425 296 882. 















































































































































































































































� EMBED MSPhotoEd.3  ���











C/- PO Box 387,


Civic Square, ACT, 2608


Ph: (02) 6257 2931


Fax: (02) 6257 4801


www.welfarerights.org.au





























































































































The NWRN is a network of


services throughout


Australia that provide free


and independent


information, advice and


representation to individuals


about Social Security law


and its administration


through Centrelink.


For member details, services


and information visit:


www.welfarerights.org.au
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