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Media Release 
2 August 2010
$150 a fortnight boost to 
family payments welcome
“Currently, the Social Security system actually reduces family income at the very age when the costs of raising children increases.  Under the existing rules when a child turns 16 years FTB (A) reduces from $208 to $51 a fortnight and Rent Assistance is cut out completely.  The relativities in payments for older teenagers have also failed to keep up with increases in Family Tax Benefits for younger children. 
 “Single parents and their children experience high rates of poverty and deprivation.  The rate of joblessness amongst sole parents is double that of the rest of the community.

“Sole parents are twice as likely as the general community to go without essential items according to recent research undertaken by the Social Policy Research Centre at the University of NSW.  While the average level of multiple deprivations in the wider community was 19 per cent, almost 50 per cent of single parents experienced multiple deprivations. Key findings were that for Parenting Payment recipients 43 per cent lacked a decent and secure home, 57 per cent were unable to pay for utility bills, 56 per cent per cent could not access $500 in an emergency and 24 per cent could not afford to update school books and clothes for their children.
 

“Some single parents’ incomes were reduced as a result of the Coalition Government’s the Welfare to Work changes and then the Labor Government excluded people on Parenting Payment from the September 2009 pension increase of $32.50 a week. 

 “We look forward to positive announcements from the Coalition about how they intend to provide lower income families with the financial security and stability that they need.  
“Both parties also need to develop policies to reduce family Tax Benefit debts which play havoc with the weekly budgets. The rules for Family Tax Benefit (FBT) payments and the associated reporting requirements have become too complex. Despite attempts in recent years to reduce the endemic incidence of overpayments, one in 12 families have accrued an FTB debt averaging around $1,291 per annum.
”
For comment:  Maree O’Halloran, Director, Welfare Rights Centre, 0417 672 104 or Gerard Thomas, Policy and Media Officer: 0403 205 391.

� ACOSS, 2008, Who is Missing Out? At: www.acoss.org.au 





� Daily Telegraph, Families welfare debts up, September 21, 2009.
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