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The NWRN is a network of
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Australia that provide free


and independent


information, advice and


representation to individuals
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Media Release                                                               11 May 2005





Budget of wrong choices gives people on welfare few choices





Michael Raper, President of the National Welfare Rights Network (NWRN) responded to tonight’s Budget characterising it as a Budget full of wrong choices.





Mr Raper said that “Faced with an embarrassment of riches the Government has made a series of wrong choices in this Budget:





the choice of risky and irresponsible tax cuts for the wealthy over substantial welfare reform for the most disadvantaged, leaving some 500,000 with no assistance or opportunity;


the choice of unnecessary and harmful changes to DSP eligibility that will cut payments to some 70,000;


the choice of slashing pensions through lower payment rates on the new “disability and parent dole”;


the choice of new complexity instead of much needed simplification.





“As a result hundreds of thousands of people on welfare through a lack of training, experience and employment opportunity will miss out yet again.





“The scope of the welfare reform is narrow, mean and misdirected. Too few people get any extra assistance, payments and conditions have been cut and the Government has taken the wrong direction with the all important disability reform.





“The Prime Minister said last week “reform is not punishing welfare recipients or cutting the budget” but much of it is being paid for by people with significant disabilities and parents whose youngest child turns 6 – who will get around $30 per week less on the new “disability and parent dole”. It fails his own test of fairness.”





“The PM also recently said to the Menzies Research Centre that “no government should rest while ever there are Australians failing to share in the bounty that this country has to offer.” The Government should not rest tonight as there is much still to be done. The Budget has failed to share the bounty to provide opportunity to people with disabilities, unemployed parents and long term unemployed people.





“The Budget does contain a number of choices which we welcome : 80,000 additional child care places; cuts to income tests for some recipients; additional Job Network places for those shunted to the new “disability and parents dole”, retention of suspension and breaching powers with Centrelink rather than the Job Network. These are good choices for disadvantaged people but these are truly modest measures in the light of what is needed.





“The Government has had its welfare reform plan since the McClure Report in 2000. It has had the Budget surpluses to implement it, but so far it has been very half-hearted. This Budget continues that pattern.”





For comment:


Michael Raper, President of NWRN 0419 880 001


For background information:


Gerard Thomas, Policy and Media Officer, 0422 856 389
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