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New poll paints bleak picture for jobless





A new poll paints a bleak picture for Australians who can’t find work with one-in-two indicating they would forgo seeing a doctor or drop out of training if their income was reduced to $234 per week which is the current rate for the unemployment benefit (known as Newstart Allowance). Almost sixty per cent would stop buying fresh food.  





The National Welfare Rights Network today released the results of a survey of 1294 people conducted in November 2010. The random survey asked people to nominate items they would have to forgo if they had to live on just $234 a week.  Currently 551,000 Australians who are single and over 21 are reliant on the Newstart Allowance. 





Three out of five Australians (59 per cent) would stop buying fresh food.  Half of those surveyed would not go to a doctor when sick or not fill a prescription. The link between unemployment and anxiety and depression is well known, with studies finding thirty-two per cent of unemployed people have a diagnosed or undiagnosed mental health condition. These survey findings may indicate that low rates of unemployment benefits place unemployed people at greater risk of ill health because they cannot meet the costs of treatment. 





Half of all of those surveyed would not be able to continue in education. This finding confirms the unprecedented warning by the OECD recently that Australia’s unemployment benefit is already so low as to “raise issues about its effectiveness” in providing the financial resources needed to assist Australians to find work or study.  The OECD also found that single, unemployed people in Australia were relatively the poorest of 30 nations ranked. 





Three out of four (75 per cent) would stop driving. While many Australians including politicians enjoy their well-earned holiday, for many other Australians there would be no hope of a holiday.  Eighty-six per cent of people who responded to the survey said they would cancel holiday plans. 





Two out of three indicated that they would have to stop paying other bills. In total 93% of respondents said that would have to cut back on at least one of the nominated list of essentials. 





The President of the National Welfare Rights Network said today: “We urge the Federal government to increase the Newstart Allowance, and the Youth Allowance for young unemployed people and students, by $50 a week.





Government Ministers resist calls to increase Newstart Allowance apparently on the basis that any extra dollars would pose serious disincentives to work or encourage laziness. Welfare Rights agrees that the best solution is to help unemployed people gain a job, but this does not preclude providing sufficient support to re-enter the workforce and to live with some level of dignity.





It is a bit rich for Ministers on an annual salary of $235,704 to condemn an unemployed person to just $235 a week. Unemployed people need access to real doctors, not spin doctors seeking to justify inadequate levels of income support.”





Note: The survey finds some significant variations in the items that people would forgo. For example, two out of three South Australians would cut back on fresh food – in numbers much higher than the national average – at 59 per cent. More people living in Queensland would stop studying or training – 57 per cent, with the national average at 50 per cent.
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For comment: 





Maree O’Halloran, National Welfare Rights Network President: 0417 672 104 or 


Gerard Thomas: Policy and Media Officer: 0425 296 882.  
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C/-Level 2/55 Holt Street


Surry Hills NSW 2010


Ph: 02 9211 5300


www.welfarerights.org.au





























































































































The NWRN is a network of


services throughout


Australia that provide free


and independent


information, advice and


representation to individuals


about Social Security law


and its administration


through Centrelink.


For member details, services


and information visit:


www.welfarerights.org.au
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