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No justification for “income management” roll out, says Welfare Rights





A key welfare lobby has today angrily slammed a Senate Report that recommended the expansion of income quarantining across the entire Northern Territory, and potentially across Australia, as a “whitewash and not worth the paper that it was written on,” said Kate Beaumont, President of the National Welfare Rights Network (NWRN).





“Just two weeks ago the Chair of the Senate Committee told NWRN that ‘we know there is little evidence’ to support the extension of income management.  Somewhat incredulously, the Chair has now recommended that the Bill be supported, with not even a single word changed. This is an unfortunate case of a policy that is in search of an evidence base.





“The Government and Opposition reports ignored and distorted evidence to the inquiry.  The report is incredibly thin on analysis into the complex social issues which impact on disadvantage in this country. For the most part the Government’s response is little more than a cut and paste job from scripts developed by departmental officials who provided evidence which lacks credibility and authority.





“Given that the expansion of “income management” is not supported by any evidence, the changes are little more than a massive social experiment on some of Australia’s most marginalised individuals and communities. This comes two and a half years after the NTER which was developed by the former Government in just four days. 





“The Opposition’s minority report to this inquiry insists on a continuation of the Northern Territory Emergency Response to all 73 communities where blanket compulsory income management is currently in force. Among the misguided policy considerations is the suggestion to impose compulsory income management to most people on income support, including those on Disability Support Pension and Carers Payments who have young people under 18 in their care.  This proposal would punish thousands of selfless Australians who provide support and care for young people under 18 needing foster care. The Coalition’s approach could result in foster families potentially turning young children needing help because they would fear being placed on income management.





“Compulsory income management does not address the root causes of social problems. Instead it seeks to blame individual behaviours for the social problems that confront them. Voluntary income management, rather than a system that is imposed from above, is what is required. Evidence to the inquiry also raises serious questions over the effectiveness of the Government’s proposals to restore the Racial Discrimination Act.





“A major concern that we call on Minister Macklin to address is the risk that people who are faced with a major personal crisis, such as financial abuse or domestic violence, will be reluctant to seek help because in reaching out to authorities they risk being assessed by Centrelink as “vulnerable” and placed on compulsory income management. Even age, veteran and disability pensioners may be caught in the income management web if their nominee looking after their finances falls under the compulsory income management regime.” 





For comment: 


Kate Beaumont, President, National Welfare Rights Network: 0414 792 923 


or Gerard Thomas, Policy and Media Officer: 0425 296 882. 
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C/- PO Box 337,


Civic Square, ACT, 2608


Ph: (02) 6257 2931


Fax: (02) 6257 4801


www.welfarerights.org.au





























































































































The NWRN is a network of


services throughout


Australia that provide free


and independent


information, advice and


representation to individuals


about Social Security law


and its administration


through Centrelink.


For member details, services


and information visit:


www.welfarerights.org.au
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