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The most vulnerable need protection in Budget of tough choices urges National Welfare Rights Network





The Government is on track to deliver the most significant increase in the pension since it was established over 100 years ago. Unfortunately, the most vulnerable Australians including 360,000 single parents and their 600,000 children and also unemployed people eking out an existence on just $227 a week, may miss out, said Kate Beaumont, President, National Welfare Rights Network (NWRN), today.





“The Government has some extremely tough decisions in tomorrow’s Budget. In addition to relief for age, disability and carer pensioners, single parents and people on Newstart Allowance and students also need to be looked after. Reports suggest that the Government would cut back generous assistance for better-off older people to reign in costs associated with population ageing and to allow the Rudd Government to deliver on its historic promise to provide substantial relief for pensioners and to deliver long-term reform to the pension.





“For far too long the excessive taxpayer funded assistance provided to better off retirees has created significant unfairness across the income support system. Income and assets tests changes have bought more and more people into the pension system, making it unsustainable to fund in the longer term. 





“Retirees with incomes in excess of three times the income a full rate single pensioner has to exist on for the entire year receive substantial assistance, in addition to generous tax treatment and the benefits of preferential tax benefits for superannuation. Whilst unemployed people on Newstart Allowance survive on $60 a week less than the pension, and a substantial amount less than for people with too greater assets to qualify for the pension.  They also have to bear the extra costs of job search and generally rent privately, but they receive minimal concessions from the Commonwealth.





“NWRN will also be looking for the Government to respond to the Bradley Review into Higher Education, which concluded that financial support for young people is inadequate. The age at which young people remain dependent upon their parents should be reduced and additional financial support that would allow young people to study or train, such as a “participation supplement”, is a priority.  Adequate income support is required to underpin the Government’s recently announced Youth Compact.





“Rules introduced by the previous Government under its extreme “welfare to work” policies were inflexible and unworkable, and did not allow single parents to juggle their work and caring responsibilities. NWRN was appointed to the Participation Taskforce, which was chaired by Patricia Faulkner of the Social Inclusion Board. The Taskforce was charged by the Minister for Employment Participation, Brendan O’Connor, to fine-tune parent’s participation requirements. The response to this review is long overdue.





“NWRN acknowledge that some decisions taken by the Government in this Budget will be incredibly unpopular but we urge the government not to forget sole parents, people who are unemployed and students in this Budget.” 











For comment: Kate Beaumont, President, National Welfare Rights Network on 0414 792 923 or Gerard Thomas, Policy and Media Officer: 0425 296 882. Go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.welfarerights.org.au" ��www.welfarerights.org.au� for related media releases and the NWRN’s 2009/10 Federal Budget Submission.








NOTE: The National Welfare Rights Network will be available to respond to the Budget in Canberra on Tuesday 12 May and Wednesday 13 May.
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The NWRN is a network of


services throughout


Australia that provide free


and independent


information, advice and


representation to individuals


about Social Security law


and its administration


through Centrelink.


For member details, services


and information visit:


www.welfarerights.org.au
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