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Media Release

8 February 2010
Time to end the uncertainty for students

The Welfare Rights Centre calls on the Senate to pass the student income support measures which will come before it this week.
“The veil of uncertainty must be lifted. Every day that this bill sits on the shelf gathering dust, the dreams and aspirations of tens of thousands of students are fading. 
“Students are telling Welfare Rights that the uncertainly about their future is causing sleepless nights for themselves and their families” said Maree O’Halloran, Director of the Welfare Rights Centre today.
“Although Welfare Rights does have concerns about elements of the amended package, our overall analysis is that there are significant and ongoing benefits for many poorer students and their families. We conclude that the reforms will, over time, increase the capacity for more disadvantaged young people to start and complete university. The commitment to regularly review student income support arrangements is a key promise, and there is still much work to be done. 

“It would be an absolute disaster if students were caught in the political crossfire and the legislation was not passed. Without access to scholarships, many students – including those from regional and rural areas – will simply not be able to commence their studies this year.

“We understand that the Opposition and Senator Fielding have difficulties with some of the legislation before the Senate. But at this point, the responsible thing to do is pass this legislation, and take a revised plan for students to the next election.”

For comment: 
Maree O’Halloran, Director of the Welfare Rights Centre: 0417 672 104 or Gerard Thomas, Policy and Media Officer: 0425 296 882. 
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