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Welfare challenge to backbenchers-live on $227 a week





Welfare groups have challenged Government backbenchers to live on unemployment benefits of just $227 a week, to “see how the hundreds of thousands who missed out in the Budget make ends meet”, said Kate Beaumont, President, National Welfare Rights Network. In a letter to the Treasurer detailing their initial response to the Budget, NWRN wrote: “It was not just a tough decision to ignore the dire financial situation of single parents and the unemployed; it was also the wrong decision.





“The Family Tax Benefit indexation changes will result in a reduction in assistance for families. Support for raising children alone will no longer increase as wages rise in the future. Additionally, because single parents miss out on the $32 a week increase, in future, pension indexation increases for single parent pensioners will be less than that for other, more “deserving” pensioners.





“Let us be clear about what these Budget measures actually mean for single parents’ weekly incomes. Essentially, the Government has put in place a regressive set of arrangements that will, over time, result in smaller increases to both pension and family payments for single parents.





In urging Government backbenchers to live on unemployment payments for a fortnight, NWRN stated: “The experiences of backbenchers in living on poverty-rate payments could be used to better inform the Government on the real experience of unemployed people, and better inform Treasury officials who are currently working on the Tax and Transfer Review.





“NWRN considers that over time, the nations’ deficit is being partly balanced on the backs of single parent families and unemployed people. Single parent families and unemployed people are being expected to bear too much of the cost of getting the country back into the black. We understand that the budget of the nation is stretched at the moment, but the Government should consider just how much pressure the budgets of single people raising children and people on Newstart Allowance are under.”








For comment: Kate Beaumont, President, National Welfare Rights Network on 0414 792 923 or Gerard Thomas, Policy and Media Officer: 0425 296 882
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The NWRN is a network of


services throughout


Australia that provide free


and independent


information, advice and


representation to individuals


about Social Security law


and its administration


through Centrelink.


For member details, services


and information visit:


www.welfarerights.org.au
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