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Farewell to Michael Raper

had the support of a talented team
of staff—some of whom have been
there for most or all of his tenure.
On the national level, Michael

has worked through informal
alliances as well as organisations
such as ACOSS—of which he
was President for four years. His
success at working collaboratively
through these broader networks

is a testament to his commitment
to working in solidarity with those
who share a commitment to social
justice.

Michael’s contribution has also
included a significant strengthening
of the organisations in which he has
been involved. Within the Centre,
we have seen the establishment

of the Independent Social Security
Handbook as a flagship publication.
On the national level, Michael was
a driving force in the establishment
of the National Welfare Rights
Network, which is now a strong and
credible national peak. And with
Michael as President, ACOSS had
an incredibly high profile, which

no doubt helped it to survive some
difficult periods, when many peak
organisations faced threats to their
survival.

| acknowledge that no words can do
justice to Michael’s contribution, but
on behalf of the Centre, the least

| can do is record our recognition

of Michael’'s extraordinary
achievements, and express our
thanks on behalf of the organisation,
and of the many individuals who
have benefited from Michael’s efforts
over the past 18 years.

"Michael will be missed by his
friends, colleagues, allies, and
probably even by some of the
bureaucrats and pollies he has
hassled over the years. But he
leaves a wonderful legacy, and

we are very excited about the
contribution he will be able to make
in his new role with the Australian
Red Cross."

centre news

Maree O’Halloran and Michael Raper

New Director announced

The Board of the Welfare Rights
Centre, Sydney is pleased to
announce the appointment of Maree
O’Halloran as the new Director.

Maree is well known in NSW from
her work as the President of the
Teachers Federation, a role she
has held since 2002. During that
time she has been a strong, public
advocate for the rights of teachers,
and has been instrumental in public
policy debates through initiatives
such as the Independent Inquiry
into Public Education (conducted by
Professor Tony Vinson).

The Welfare Rights Centre has
strong links with the union movement
in NSW—most notably through the
Trade Union Program. The Centre is
very pleased that Maree comes from
one of the unions that has been a
strong supporter of the Centre over
many years.

Maree will start as Director on
Tuesday 7 October 2008.

* Alan Kirkland is the chairperson of
the Welfare Rights Centre Board of
Directors. He is also the Chief Executive
Officer of Legal Aid NSW. A
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Publications Order Form

For an annual subscription to

= “rights review”

> Independent Social Security Handbook 6th Edition
> Independent Social Security Handbook ONLINE
> Social Security Reporter (SSR)

Complete the form below and send it with credit card details or cheque made out to the “ Welfare Rights Centre”.
Prices are inclusive of GST and Postage and Handling.

ABN 76 002 708 714

Publication Annual subscription
Independent Social Security Handbook 6th Edition $99
Independent Social Security Handbook ONLINE

1-5 users $99
“rights review” $33
“rights review” online $22
Independent Social Security Handbook ONLINE and “rights review” combined $110

Social Security Reporter (SSR)
1-5 users $77

(For bulk subscription rates, please contact the Centre)

Or by Credit Card MasterCard @  Visa@d  Bankcard O

Card Number:

Validto /|

Name on card

Signature of cardholder

Please detach or photocopy this page and send with your cheque/money order/credit card details to:

Welfare Rights Centre
102/55 Holt Street Surry Hills NSW 2010




